
 
 

ORDER OF CELTIC WOLVES 

LESSON 1 
 
  



Introduction 
 

When I was 20 years old, I was fortunate enough to spend 3 weeks in Canada, with 
friends in Swift Current, Saskatchewan. Swift Current is in the middle of the prairies 
and is an old Western town with real cowboys, whittling wood in doorways of bars. 
The people I stayed with wouldn’t go near a bar. Unlike the public houses of Britain, 
bars were for bums and dropouts. 
 
Although Swift Current was our base, I was fortunate to do a lot of travelling. It was 
then, that it dawned on me just how big Canada is. A day out isn’t just like an hour’s 
trip to the seaside, or countryside. The nearest town North of Swift Current was a full 
day trip in itself. We visited a place called Rose Town, which consisted of about 12 
houses and our friends arranged for us to stop in a house there, in the middle of the 
prairies. 
 
The people we stayed with had a son named Randy Fehr, who was just starting off 
as an artist. He did the most wonderful pictures of wild animals. He captured their 
soul in those pictures. They gave me a full print of one of his works to take back 
home to the UK with me. Unfortunately, I have no idea what happened to the print, 
but thanks to the Internet, I have been able to track down his works again, which are 
now quite valuable. 

 
Llun © randy Fehr 

 
What struck me about the prints is the connection Randy had with these animals. 
Rose Town is a very isolated place. At night the stars are so bright, and you can see 
every star in the sky, without the light pollution of home. This, in itself, was awe 
inspiring. Being so isolated and spending time with animals must have given Randy 
a spiritual connection with these magnificent creatures. He is a self-taught artist and 
like many Western Canadians, is a Christian. 
 
  



In this Order, it doesn’t matter what you believe. In fact, diversity is something to 
celebrate. We have a universal bond in that we are products of those very stars we 
look at in awe. We are literally made from stardust. If we recognise that our 
differences make us special, then we can see that each and every one of us has 
something of value to give, just like the wolves in a pack. 
  

 
 
This Order will attempt to connect you with nature and our ancestors. We all learn at 
different paces and there is no need to rush through this course. I don’t recommend 
doing more than 1 lesson in a week. Like many of you, I have a day job and family 
commitments.  
 
You don’t have to accept everything that is presented in this course, but you will only 
get out of it what you put in. I would request that you try all the exercises and read all 
the material. If this course is not for you, then it’s not meant to be. Please, however, 
leave with dignity and you are always welcome back. 
 
The ultimate goal of the Order of the Celtic Wolf is for you to develop to your fullest 
potential socially, physically and spiritually. Therefore, the lessons are centred on 
you. Why is this material provided without cost? This is a labour of love and personal 
inspiration. I don’t want to profit from people with little means and am so delighted 
you have read this far. 
  
So I extend thanks and gratitude for those who have accepted the invitation to come 
along. Long may you stay and prosper with the Order of the Celtic Wolves. 
  
Filtiarn 
Druid Founder OCW 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwisyqfK9d7QAhVHyRQKHebSDyMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.spiritualunite.com/articles/we-are-stardust-quote-carl-sagan-meaning-astronomy/&psig=AFQjCNFiB_rVCVHxKJIPHj672OMvOOqF9Q&ust=1481091390803357


 
The Celts 
 

Many see the Celts as a ancient civilisation. Indeed, a lot of our Celtic culture has 
been lost because of invasions by Romans, Anglo Saxons, Vikings and Normans. 
Recent genealogy has discovered that a major part of genetic pool now in Britain is 
Anglo Saxon. Quote from article; “The majority of eastern, central and southern 
England is made up of a single, relatively homogeneous, genetic group with a 
significant DNA contribution from Anglo-Saxon migrations (10-40% of total ancestry). 
This settles a historical controversy in showing that the Anglo-Saxons intermarried 
with, rather than replaced, the existing populations.”  
 
Many of us still have Celtic DNA mixed with other DNA and although there is radical 
differences, the Celts survive through their descendants. Celtic Reconstructionist 
movements work hard to educate us in the ways of the Celts. Schools in Cornwall 
and Wales teach children about their Celtic ancestors. DNA shows that much of the 
Celtic DNA of Britain is from Celtiberia and the closest related Europeans today are 
from the Basque region of Northern Spain. Sadly, virtually everything has been 
eradicated about the Celts from that region, with the arrival of Christianity. 
    
There is a lot of discussion about who can rightfully be called Celts today. However, 
it is a general consensus that there are 6 remaining Celtic nations today and they are 
Scotland (Alba), Ireland (Eire), Isle of Man (Mannin), Wales (Cymru), Cornwall 
(Kernow) and Brittany (Breizh). These are areas where Celtic languages and/ or 
cultural traits have survived.   
However, there are people with Celtic DNA scattered throughout Europe. There are 
others from far distant lands who also embrace the Celtic culture because it 
represents a time when human tribes worked with and were a part of nature. 
  
Tales have been passed down from generation to generation and are available in 
modern translations for us to benefit from. The Celts were not one single group, but 
many tribes each with their own languages from as far East as Northern Turkey 
(Thrace), to the La Tene region of Central and Western Europe to much of Northern 
Europe. Roman propaganda would have you believe that the Celts were backwards 
savages who fought naked. However, archaeology shows that they were very 
advanced and in the early formation of Rome outmatched Rome. 
 
http://www.unrv.com/empire/gallic-sack-of-rome.php 
 
There is lots of material to look up about the Celts, not all of it true. Although British 
Celts had both male and female Druids, who were described as magi, lawyers, 
priests, kings and queens, or counsellors, these appear to be indigenous to ancient 
Briton and parts of France. Modern Druidry has changed considerably, with many 
following a path that is now recognised as Druidry. The Druids, however, were the 
spiritual and sometimes physical leaders and the religion of the Celts did not have a 
name, as far as we are aware. 
 
  

http://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2015-03-19-who-do-you-think-you-really-are-genetic-map-british-isles
http://www.unrv.com/empire/gallic-sack-of-rome.php


The Celts had a strong social structure and had both solar and lunar festivals, such 
as Samhain, which was a three-day festival around the full moon around October/ 
November during the lunar month Samonios. This marked the beginning of the Celtic 
New Year. The Celtic month began on the 6th day, compared to other cultures, 
around the time of the moon’s first quarter and the 15th day of the month would be 
the third quarter. The second part of the month was called the returning night.  
 
We don’t know with absolute certainty how ancient rituals were performed, however 
both circles and spirals feature frequently in Celtic culture. We have many remnants 
of stone and a few timber circles that show that circle gatherings were important. 
Archaeology shows that the Celts built houses in a circle around burial mounds. The 
treatment of bones and bodies show that the Celts not only venerated the dead, but 
they were an integral part of the tribe. 
 
Archaeological evidence 
indicates that Celtic culture 
started to evolve circa 1200 
B.C. Julius Caesar later 
referred to the Celts as “Galli,” 
which had come to mean 
barbarians (although it 
originally referred to the 
Phrygian priestly class of 
Eunuchs devoted to Cybele). 
However, where the Celts 
actually barbarians? And does 
anything remains of Celtic 
culture today? 
 
For many years, historians put great stock in Julius Caesar’s words, which have 
since been proved to be military propaganda. According to Caesar, The Britons "live 
on milk and flesh, and are clad with skins…dye themselves with woad…and thereby 
have a more terrible appearance in fight. They wear their hair long, and have every 
part of their body shaved except their head and upper lip." Their ancestors had 
actually been farming for hundreds of years and they were not clad in skins. Bronze 
Age sewing implements meant they made their clothing (they wore tartan trousers 
before kilts were invented) and not every Britain covered themselves in woad. 
Archaeological discoveries show that they were skilled craftsman, wearing ornate 
jewellery, such as torcs. 
 
Julius Caesar said that the Celts of ancient Britain were “fearless warriors because 
they wish to inculcate this as one of their leading tenets, that souls do not become 
extinct, but pass after death from one body to another…” 
 
  



Prior to Caesar’s Gallic Wars, the Romans both respected and feared the Gallic 
tribes. The Gauls were both civilized and wealthy. Many had contact with Roman 
merchants and some had stable political alliances with Rome in the past.. The Gallic 
Wars were a series of military campaigns waged by Julius Caesar against the Gauls. 
They lasted from 58 BC to 50 BC and resulted in the decisive Battle of Alesia in 52 
BC. The Roman victory was both genocidal and brutal. Although Caesar stated the 
invasion as being a pre-emptive and defensive, historians agree that the wars were 
fought to boost Caesar's political career and to pay off his massive debts. His 
invasion of Britain, however, was unsuccessful and he withdrew.  
 
A second Roman invasion nearly a century later was successful, but large areas 
were unconquered. As a result, many Celtic cultural traditions remain in present-day 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales to this day. They have even influenced Christian 
celebrations and saints. The Galatians, in Northern Spain also successfully fought off 
invasions by both Romans and Moors and their descendants still stage ancient 
outdoor dances, accompanied by bagpipes, an instrument that more commonly 
associated with more well-known Celtic regions like Scotland and Ireland. Celtic 
tradition also continued in Brittany, which was geographically isolated from the rest 
of France. Many Bretons wear traditional Celtic lace hats called coiffes and one-
quarter speak Breton, a language similar to Welsh. 
 

Exercise 
 
It is recommended that you keep a journal of your learning. Exercises are there to 
consolidate your learning and help you focus on the purpose of the course. Although 
a lot of material is academic, it is not an academic course, but making a connection 
will help you get a deeper understanding and appreciation.  
 
Please write down in the centre of your first page the word “Celts” and then do a 
mind map of things that spring to mind that are associated with the Celts, connecting 
these from the word. For example, you might write Boudica. Then from these words 
connect more words, for example Boudica – Warrior, Queen. Spend no more than 
ten minutes on this. Then when you have finished circle three words that stand out 
more than others. 
 
 

  



Celtic Wolves 
 

Wolves were common around Celtic lands, where there were even tales of 
werewolves. However, unlike the scary werewolves of modern literature, the tales of 
Scotland demonstrate that the Wulver (an upright Scottish half wolf, half man) was 
considered beneficent. 
 
Wolves are considered dangerous to humans by many today. However, there are so 
few documented attacks to back this up. In fact, wolves are more likely to avoid 
humans if they see them. Although there are documented cases of wolves attacking, 
and even killing humans. But here are some things to keep in mind: 
 

• These attacks are so rare it’s hardly even worth mentioning 
• Many of these attacks involve wolves that were rabid (a rabid squirrel will also 

attack humans) or otherwise sick 
• Other wolf attacks on humans happened because the wolf had grown too 

accustomed to humans, often because someone was feeding the wolf 
 
What should I do if I see a wolf in the wild? 
 

• First of all, you probably won’t. If you are in wolf country, they will probably 
spot you, and avoid you, long before you see them. 

• Remember: Wolves are JUST as scared of you as you are of them. 
• But if you DO happen to see a wolf, just do nothing. They probably will just 

walk away. 
• Unlike cougars, wolves to not intentionally hunt humans. They just want to be 

left alone, and to leave us alone. 
 
In an article entitled WHO’S AFRAID OF THE BIG BAD WOLF, L. David Merch gives 
a fascinating insight to his time spent among wolves. 

  
In North America there are just two documented fatal 
attacks by wolves in recent times. The first in Northern 
Saskatechewan in 2005 was because the victim had 
been feeding the wolves regularly and they had lost 
their fear of people. In 2010 a woman was found dead 
in Alaska after being attacked by wolves. Before you 
cry wolf, let’s put these figures into perspective. The 
National Canine Research Council in the same areas 
confirmed 41 fatal dog attacks in 2014 and 32 verified 
fatalities in 2013. 
  
The wolf is a creature of instinct and hunting. It has 
more in common with humankind than we care to 
admit. They are the ancestors of all domestic dogs.  
 
Yellowstone Park has been transformed back into an 
eco-paradise following the reintroduction of grey 

Wolves in 1995. We will look at this more in future lessons. 

http://www.wolf.org/wolf-info/basic-wolf-info/wolves-and-humans/whos-afraid-of-the-big-bad-wolf/


  
Our own Celtic Scotland is looking at reintroducing wolves and onyx. Others are 
being protected by conservation projects. 
  
This Order does not ask for contributions. Everyone’s circumstances are different. 
However, we do support and intend to raise money for rewilding and wolf 
conservation projects. If you are able, please support one of these (or another local 
project) and arrange a trip to see a Conservation project in action: -  
 
UK Wolf Conservation Trust  
 
Rewilding Britain    
 
The Rewilding Institute (US)  
 
World Wildlife Fund 

 
EXERCISE 
 

During a bad harvest, or severe winter the Celts and wolves would need to survive 
on meagre provisions. Today, we go to the supermarket and many of us don’t think 
about where our next meal is coming from.  
 
To gain an appreciation for survival, have a week where you don’t go shopping. Use 
the provisions you have and for the next week use them. You might have some 
unusual combinations of food. You won’t have fresh milk, but you can drink water 
instead of tea or coffee. At first, you may find this difficult, but if you persevere you 
will feel a sense of achievement. 
 
If you have dietary requirements, due to diabetes or other illness, please don’t try 
this exercise. As an alternative, try and stick to your dietary requirements. If you 
have a family, don’t force the exercise onto them.   
 
Write down your experiences in your journal. 

https://ukwct.org.uk/
https://www.rewildingbritain.org.uk/
https://rewilding.org/
https://www.wwf.org.uk/


BARDS 
 
Of all the roles in Celtic society we know most about the Bard. This is because 
Bardic schools continued in Ireland and Gaelic Scotland to the middle of the 
seventeenth century.  
 
Julius Caesar mentions large schools run by druids for the youth of Celtic Gaul in the 
first century BCE. However, we know little or nothing about the education of poets 
and other men of learning in early Ireland before the eighth century CE. 
 
Around this period, bards were 
graded according to their 
literacy. Prior to this period the 
traditional oral “bards” lived 
liked travelling minstrels, with 
songs, poetry, accompanying 
harpists and legendary tales.  
 
Higher grades of poet, the filid, 
used written Old Irish texts to 
study grammar, prose, 
genealogy and history. There 
were poets (fili), experts in Irish 
traditional history (senchae), 
and judges of customary law 
(brethem), who became clerics, or a teachers in church schools.   
 
From the late tenth to the twelfth centuries, even higher levels appeared as we see 
from court poets, some of whose verses in praise of Irish kings still survive.  
 
In this part of the lessons, we will look at Celtic tales that have survived to this day, 
through patient translation by modern day Bards. It took many years of diligent study 
to become a Bard. However, we have schools today that teach us comprehension of 
literature, oral language, essays, grammar, poetry and stories.  
 
This part of the course will especially appeal to the creative writers, singers and 
orators in the group. At the end of the Bardic lessons, you will have opportunity to 
apply to be a recognised bard in the Order of Celtic Wolves. 
 



The three main manuscript sources 
for Irish mythology are: - 
 

• Late 11th/early 12th century 
Lebor na hUidre, meaning Book of 
the Dun Cow. Sadly only 76 pages 
remain 

• Book of Leinster compiled c. 
1160 CE 

• Bodleian Library, also referred 
to as Book of Glendalough. The first 
part written c.1110 CE and the 
second compiled in the mid-12th 
century.  
 
Despite the dates of these sources, 
examination of the language used 
date most of the material further 
back to the 8th century and may 
even go back to the 6th century 
from even earlier oral retellings. 
Other important sources are: - 
 

• The Yellow Book of Lecan 
(which contains the missing material 
from Lebor na hUidre) written in two 
parts in 1391 and 1401. 

• The Great Book of Lecan, 
written between 1397 and 1418 

(which contains transcribed material from the Book of Leinster)  

• The Book of Ballymote transcribed 1390 or 1391 (a compilation of older 
works, loose manuscripts and valuable documents handed down from 
antiquity). 

 
It has to be noted that most of the manuscripts were created by Christian monks 
(especially the later works), whose religious hostility to pagan beliefs resulted in 
some of the ancient stories being adapted and reworked to fit in with accepted Greek 
or Biblical genealogy.  
  
Like Ireland, Wales is similarly a majestic country of mountains, hills, valleys and a 
majestic coastline. Ynys Môn (Anglesey) once connected by land, but now separated 
by the Menai straits, was once a holy Druid stronghold and numerous megalithic 
sites, show that humans lived there since prehistory. It should be noted that the 
divisions of Wales, England and Scotland did not exist in early Celtic times and the 
earliest known title for Britain is Albion. In Scottish Gaelic Scotland still retains the 
name Alba.  
 
  



Like Irish mythology, Welsh mythology and history was passed down orally by Bards 
and Druids. As invaders and settlers have arrived much of the oral record has been 
lost or altered. This needs to be borne in mind when looking at medieval Welsh 
manuscripts. However, the following still provide a treasure of Welsh Celtic legends 
and mythology: - 
 

• The Book of Aneirin c. 1265 thought to be a copy of a lost 9th century original, 
attributed to the late 6th century poet, Aneirin.  

• The Book of Taliesin dating from the first half of the 14th century, though 
many of the fifty-six poems are believed to originate in the 10th century or 
earlier. 

• The White Book of Rhydderch c. 1350 is the earliest collection of Welsh prose 
texts and poetry. 

• The Red Book of Hergest – written between 1382 and 1410 preserves a 
collection of Welsh prose and poetry, particularly the tales of the Mabinogion.  

 
Other notable sources include: - 
 

• Historia Brittonum c. 828 – A history of the British (Brittonic) people. 

• Historia Regum Britanniae c. 1136 – A history of the Kings of Britain by 
Geoffrey of Monmouth. 

 
A lot of Irish mythology was imported to Scotland, and some was probably written in 
Scotland. The Ulster Cycle is a group of heroic stories centres around the Uliad, 
people from North East Ireland. The Ulaid had close links with Gaelic Scotland, 
where Cúchulainn is said to have learned the arts of war.  
 
The myths and legends of Scotland reflect the nature and seasons of the land. For 
instance Beira, the Queen of Winter, who raises storms during January and February 
to delay the arrival of spring. Beira was a tough and brutal old woman who brought 
deep snow, overflowing rivers and created lochs and mountains. When it gets 
warmer, she steps aside for the Dual Lord and Lady who share equal power during 
the following season. Scottish deities were not glorified or widely worshipped, unlike 
those of other ancient cultures, but more linked with nature, being connected with 
specific rivers, wells and mountains, etc. 
 

 Scotland, though, does have a 
wealth of mythical creatures such 
as selkies and kelpies. There are 
quite a few tales of Changelings, 
fairy folk, who stole babies from 
the crib and substituted them with 
another fairy. The Wulver, a 
creature with the body of a man 
and a wolf's head was a 
benevolent creature, who enjoyed 
fishing. He left fish on the window-
sill of the poor. In the present day 

Scotland is still full of legends, including the Loch Ness Monster. 
 



The Hebrides are an isolated group of various sized (largely uninhabited) islands off 
the Western coast of Scotland. The surrounding sea is important to sustain the small 
communities on these remote islands and are abundant with stories of unusual and 
magical (especially sea) creatures. This is a list of the most well-known of these: - 
 

• Kelpies - shape-shifting water spirits that appears as a horse, but can adopt 
human form. 

• Blue men of the Minch (also known as Storm Kelpies) - inhabiting the sea 
between the Hebrides and mainland Scotland (known as the Minch). Although 
they are blue, they look human. They create storms and seek out 
unsuspecting vessels to sink. In fine weather sleep and float on the water. 

• Seonaidh (Shoney) was originally a Celtic Sea God (before Christianity 
relegated him to a water spirit), who took offerings of ale from the inhabitants 
of Lewis.  

• Merpeople – appear as human with the tale of a fish. Mermaids usually 
appear as unlucky omens, foretelling disaster and provoking it, even with 
murderous intent. Occasionally some teach humans how to cure certain 
diseases. Mermen are wilder creatures and ugly unlike Mermaids, but have 
no interest in humans.  

• Werewolves – a human that shapeshifts into a wolf. A family of werewolves 
occupied an island on Loch Langavat. If their graves are ever disturbed 
legend says they will rise from the dead. 

• Will-o'-the-wisp – strange lights that float around the sea when a local resident 
is about to pass. They are especially associated with Sandwick in the 
Shetland Islands. 

• Fairy hound – on the Isle of Harris a Cu Sith (fairy dog) leaves oversized paw 
prints on the sand which mysteriously vanish half way across the beach. 

 
Cornish mythology consists partly of folk traditions developed in Cornwall and 
mythology shared with the Breton and Welsh peoples. Many ancient tales of the 
Bards, such as the Arthurian Cycle and tales from the Mabinogion take place in the 
ancient kingdom of Cornubia (Cornwall). The original kingdom of Dumnonia was 
centred in Devon and also included Cornwall and parts of Somerset. Cornubia was a 
sub-kingdom created around 443CE. 
 
Legendary creatures from Cornish folklore include: - 
 

• The Bucca - a merman, connected with sea storms. It has suggested that 
originally Bucca was an ancient Celtic deity of the sea because fish food 
offerings were left on the beach by fisherman to appease him.  

• Piskies (Pixies) - Piskies are concentrated in the high moorland areas around 
Devon and Cornwall and are believed to inhabit ancient underground ancestor 
sites such as stone circles and barrows. 

• Giants – Many of the unusual features in Cornwall such as the granite rock on 
Bodmin Moor, the staggering sea cliffs seascape and St Michael's Mount are 
explained as the work of Giants. Eighteenth century tales such as Jack the 
Giant Killer were probably based on much older oral folk tales. 

 



King Arthur has a very strong connection with Cornwall and a lot of events 
associated with Arthurian legend happened in Cornwall: - 
 

• Tintagel – on North Cornish coast thought to be the birth place of Arthur. A 
ruined Norman castle on a steep, craggy hillside marks the original Celtic 
fortress where Uthyr’s famous son was born.  

• Dozmary Pool - thought to be the lake in which Sir Bedivere threw Excalibur 
to The Lady of the Lake. 

• The Tristan Stone - set beside the road leading to Fowey in Cornwall, marks 
the story of Arthur’s knight Tristan and his lover Iseult. 

 
From the third century, Celts from Wales and Cornwall began to emigrate to the area 
named Armorica during Roman occupation, but later named Brittany, in North East 
France. Brittany was split between five Celtic tribes. Breton mythology is the 
collection of heroic tales originating in Brittany. The Bretons had many gods and 
mythical creatures associated with nature. This mythological background was 
accepted by Romans, but when Christianity arrived lots of grand epics were lost and 
pagan landmarks were either destroyed or Christianised.  
 
However some Breton Celtic folklore has survived such as: - 
 

• Ankou - a grim reaper type figure that collects the souls of the deceased. The 
last person to die in a parish takes over the role of the Ankou. The Ankou 
appears as a tall, haggard skeleton with long white hair and a revolving head, 
enable to see in all directions, who drives a cart and stops at the house of 
someone who is about to die. It knocks on the door (sometimes heard by the 
living), before it takes away the dead in the cart with help from two ghostly 
companions. 

• Bugul Noz - a fairy spirit who lives in the woodlands of Brittany. He is the last 
of his kind, but his ugly appearance is so awful that woodland animals avoid 
him. He is kind and gentle, but always alone. He cries out to warn humans of 
his approach, so not to frighten them. In fact, some humans have instantly 
died on seeing him.  

• Cannard noz (“night ducks”) – three small, webbed feet washerwomen, 
dressed in green who go to the water’s edge at midnight to wash shrouds of 
those about to die. 

• Korrigan – water spirits that dance around fountains and wells. They are very 
beautiful at dusk or night with long flowing hair and the power to make men 
fall in love with them, but lure them to their death. However they avoid being 
seen during the day when their true appearance is as red-eyed, white-haired, 
wrinkled hags. 

 
  



Many Arthurian legends also take place in Brittany. For example: –  
 

• Sir Lancelot spent his childhood in the forest of Brocéliande, Brittany. 

• Arthur’s half-sister, Morgan Le Fey, after being betrayed by her lover, put a 
spell on Le Val Sans Retour (“The Valley Without Return”), causing unfaithful 
lovers to be imprisoned in the valley. 

• Tristan married a Princess in Brittany, breaking the love enchantment put on 
him by Iseult. 

 
As you can see from the sources mentioned, there is a wealth of Celtic material to 
consider during the Bardic lessons. Bards do exist still today. They are the modern 
authors, singer/ composers, storytellers and historians. So if you are talented, or 
have a gift in this area then this maybe an area you want to concentrate on. 
 

Exercise 
 

1. Under the heading bard, on the left hand side of your notepad make a list of 
famous bards, writers and poets up to the early 20th century, whose work is 
still held in high regard today.  

2. Then on the right hand side, make a list of poems, plays, sonnets and books 
that are their most popular works.   

3. Look at the list and circle the work that you find most appealing to you. Write a 
synopsis of the play or book (if that is what you have chosen), or a review of a 
poem or sonnet. Consider why this appeals to you and what message you 
find in the text and sub text that speaks to you, or you can identify with. 

 

 
  



VATES 
 
“As a rule, among all the Gallic peoples three sets of men are honoured above all 
others: the Bards, the Vates, and the Druids. The Bards are singers and poets, the 
Vates overseers of sacred rites and philosophers of nature, and the Druids, 
besides being natural philosophers, practice moral philosophy as well.” Strabo 
 
The earliest Latin writers used “Vates” to denote "prophets" and soothsayers. The 
word may be derived from a root word “wat" to inspire, spiritually arouse". In pagan 
Rome the Vates resided on the Vatican Hill, the Hill of the Vates. The Vatican Hill 
takes its name from the Latin word Vaticanus. This means hill of the Vates and is 
where ancient Oracles (Vates) delivered their prophetic messages. Vates are 
English equivalents to later Celtic terms such as Irish fáith "prophet, seer". Some 
Orders prefer the term Ovate. However this is due to a misinterpretation of the Greek 
spelling οὐάτεις [ˈwaːteːs] and Vate is a more accurate translation. 
  
Strabo also calls Vates philosophers of nature, which also overlaps with the Druid 
role as natural philosophers. Vates would conduct a ritual, but only in the presence 
of a Druid, according to Diodorus Siculus.  
  
From what is recorded: -  
 

• They were versed in nature, which would include plants and their healing  

• They also used various methods to ascertain or be inspired about the future.  

• They performed rituals. 
 
The Celts, like the Greeks and Romans were 
polytheistic, believing in a multiple number of 
deities. According to later Irish myths the Celtic 
Gods were as unpredictable, fallible and prone to 
violence as the Olympian Gods.  
 
To the Celts, it was important to appease the 
deities, along with other supernatural forces. 
Rituals were performed at certain times of the 
lunar month and included sacrifices. The rituals 
were conducted by the Druids in a High Priestly 
role, but as an overseer, with the Vates 
performing the ritual,  
 
The Celts worshipped family Gods too covering all 
aspects of life. Brigid, for example, was seen as 

the Goddess of the hearth. Gods and Goddesses were included in hospitality, 
feasting and rites of passage. 
 
  



Many Gods are known to us, not only by later Irish surviving myths, but from texts 
and inscriptions made by the Romans. Others gave their name to places, such as 
Lugdunum, which means “stronghold of Lug”. Some Gods seem to have been tribal, 
known only locally. Others, such as Lugh were worshipped throughout the Celtic 
world.  
 
Unlike Greek and Roman Gods, however, there was no distinct universal Celtic 
pantheon. Some of the Gods, like Teutates, might not have been a single God, but a 
title given. Teutates means “God of the Tribe”.  
 
Nature featured heavily within the Celtic worship. Bodies of water were especially 
associated with a particular deity. There are many examples of this, such as Sul, the 
Goddess of the hot spring at Bath, Britain. Water deities are not exclusively Celtic. 
They can be traced back to the Bronze Age and early Saxons, as well as the Greeks 
shared them.  
 
Many deities were worshipped in triads, either as connected deities or three aspects 
of one God, such as Maiden, Mother and Crone. These triads are seen throughout 
the ancient world and has even influenced Christianity, with the trinity doctrine.   
 
The Celts did not create images of their Gods until late in the Iron Age. The Celtic 
leader Brennus mocked statues of Gods at Delphi. “When he came only upon 
images of stone and wood he laughed at them, to think that men, believing that Gods 
had human form, should set up their images in wood and stone” Diodorus Siculus.  
 
It was only areas close to Greek and Roman settlements that later created statues 
and images of Gods. The Celts (like the Romans) were also prepared to honour and 
worship foreign Gods. Britons actually conducted sacrifices in the Capitol at Rome.  
 
Roman Gods became our Gods and our Gods became theirs. The Romans found 
parallels with their own deities, and over time they became syncretised. 
 
The Welsh Goddess Cerridwen's name is derived from the Celtic word "cerru", 
meaning cauldron. The cauldron symbolises the transformative power of magic, 
wisdom, rebirth and creative inspiration. For these reasons Cerridwen is seen as a 
patron of witches today. She is also associated with the moon, fertility, science, 
prophecy and poetry.  
 
The Morrigan is the term given to Irish Goddess Morrigan, one of the triple 
Goddesses in Celtic mythology. She represented the circle of life and was 
associated with both birth and death. Her name translates to “great queen” or 
“phantom queen”. She was a shape-shifter and looked over the rivers, fresh water 
and lakes. She is also described as being the patroness of revenge, magic, 
priestesses, night, prophecy and witches. During meditations and rituals you might 
want to seek guidance from these higher forces in order to become a Vate. 
 
So if you are interested in witchcraft, seership, divination, or Wicca then this topic 
may be the main one you may want to concentrate on.  
     



So to sum up, a Vate is equivalent to a Wicca or Wicce (male or female Anglo Saxon 
witch). Some today refer to themselves as a Celtic witch, but there are many 
similarities in different cultures to Vates today.  
 

Exercise  
 
On a sheet write the heading Vate and draw a table with three columns entitled 
Healing, Divination and Rituals. Under each of these headings write down words that 
you associate with each of the three headings. Don’t spend more than 10 minutes on 
this exercise and put down what comes into your head, both positive and negative. 
  
When you have finished circle words that you would like to learn more about. Please 
feel free to email us at orderofcelticwolves@yahoo.com and we will ensure that 
future lessons cover everyone’s area of interest. 
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Druids 
 
In this part of the lesson, you will learn practical lessons on being a Druid today. 
What do we know about 
Druids? 
 
“The druids – that is what 
they call their magicians – 
hold nothing more sacred 
than the mistletoe and a 
tree on which it is growing, 
provided it is a hard-
timbered oak.... Mistletoe 
is rare and when found it 
is gathered with great 
ceremony, and particularly 
on the sixth day of the 
moon.... Hailing the moon 
in a native word that 
means 'healing all things,' 
they prepare a ritual 
sacrifice and banquet beneath a tree… A priest arrayed in white vestments climbs 
the tree and, with a golden sickle, cuts down the mistletoe, which is caught in a white 
cloak.” Pliny the Elder, 1st century Roman historian.  
 
"The Druids are in charge of all religious matters, superintending public and private 
sacrifices, and explaining superstitions. A large crowd of young men, who flock to 
them for schooling, hold the Druids in great respect. For they have opinions to give 
on almost all disputes involving tribes or individuals, and if any crime is committed, 
any murder done, or if there is contention about a will or the boundaries of some 
property, they are the people who investigate the matter and establish rewards and 
punishments.   
 
There is one arch-druid of supreme power. On his death, he is succeeded either by 
someone outstanding among his fellows, or, if there are several of equal calibre, the 
decision is reached by a vote of all the Druids. At a fixed time of year they assemble 
at a holy place…Anyone with a grievance attends and obeys the decisions and 
judgments which the Druids give. The general view is that this religion originated in 
Britain and was imported into Gaul, which means that any keen student of Druidism 
now goes to Britain for information.” Julius Caesar, 54 BC  
 
Do you want to be a Druid?  
 
The above quotes tell us quite a lot about the Druid role and their relationship with 
Bards and Vates.  
 
  



Firstly, Druids are magicians. Greek philosopher Diogenes Laërtius compares the 
Druids to the Persian Magi, which is an equivalent Greek word to the Latin word 
Caesar used to describe Druids as magicians. The Magi are Astronomers/ 
Astrologers belonging to the Zoroastrian religion.  
  
Whilst we learnt that part of the role of Vate was to perform rituals, it is the Druid role 
to conduct and oversee rituals. They explained the purpose of rituals, so those taking 
part understood the importance. There were both public and private rituals. These 
were special occasions and following sacrifice; they held a banqueting. We learn that 
they closely followed the lunar cycles (cutting mistletoe on the sixth day of the moon) 
and were expert timekeepers. The discovery of the lunisolar calendar in Coligny, 
France tells us a lot about the Druid calendar and times of rituals. 
  
They looked at the moon as a healer and even had a branch of Astrologer 
concentrating purely on the moon. The mistletoe was collected from a hard-timbered 
oak, and the word Druid means “oak knower”. Since oak trees are connected with 
longevity and wisdom, this gives the impression of a Druid being a wise, old sage. 
This is borne out in Julius Caesar’s account of schooling young men. Although it 
appears from Caesar’s quotes that Druids was largely a male role, in Ireland at least, 
there were female Druids called bandruí ("woman-druid"), found in tales such as the 
Táin Bó Cúailnge. Caesar only had limited exposure to Britain, so only had limited 
information about the role of male and female Druids. The Order of Celtic Wolves is 
happy to have all groups represented and does not discriminate on sexuality or 
gender.  
 
The Druids were in charge of religious matters, they were the High Priests of the 
Celts. People brought matters to their attention and they gave judgments after fully 
investigating a matter. In fact, in Ireland, the law of the Druids was written into what 
is known as Brehon law. There was a democracy among Druids and an arch Druid 
was voted in from their number.  
  
They were philosophers and wanted the best for their tribes and people. They were 
envoys of peace. The role of Druid is a very important role, but comes with great 
responsibility. Like the politicians of today, people looked at the words of the Druids 
and the role of Druid is that of a diplomat.  
 
As the Druid founder of the Order of Celtic Wolves I hope that you stick with this 
Order and support rewilding and nature, wherever you live.  
 
In future lessons we will look at topics like the Celtic calendar, Astrology, Druid 
philosophy and organising local meetings, rituals and creating Groves/ Nemetons. It 
is a role of great responsibility and although taking the lead is not for everyone, 
please continue to look at the material, or save it for future study. Even though you 
might not be interested now, there might come a time when you are ready to take on 
the responsibility.   
   

  



Exercise 
  

1. Under the heading Druid, draw two columns. On the first column list words or 
phrases that make a good leader (maybe think of a well-known spiritual figure, 
team leader or manager who you admire, or find inspirational).  

2. On the right hand column, think of leaders who have been a bad example and 
what has made them a bad leader. You may think about controversial political 
figures, or cult leaders. Again list words or phrases that make a bad leader. 

3. Look at the list in both the first and second columns. Circle the words in both 
columns that apply to you. Be honest and do not see it as a bad thing to 
identify things that you can work on. None of us are perfect and many leaders 
are sincere and start out with the best intentions. 


