
 

 

ORDER OF CELTIC WOLVES 

LESSON 2 
  



Introduction 

Many of us our interested in our roots, but the past for many of us is shrouded in 
mystery and often remains closed to us. As technology advances the past is 
revealing itself to us. Archaeology, DNA and modern translations of ancient 
forgotten documents has come on leaps and bounds in recent years. 

We now know a lot more 
about the Celts and our 
origins than any other 
time period in history. 
Scanning equipment is 
able to scan areas of 
sacred stone circles such 
as Stonehenge and much 
has been documented 
about exciting findings 
coming from there. 

We can also wonder what 
started it all. This is the 

age old question that maybe we can only answer when we pass into spirit. One 
thing is sure, though, we all originate from event one, which many call the big 
bang that converted immortal energy into the matter that created the material 
Universe. 

The cause of this energy is an area of debate, whether it was a Supreme Being, 
or blind chance. Whatever the cause, many believe that there are two planes of 
existence, the physical and spiritual. We will attempt to connect with the spirit 
realm in future lessons. 

But for now, let’s look back with the ancestors of the wolves, the first known 
Celtic civilisations, and the creation of the Gods and…well, if I tell you too much 
you might not read on. 

So enjoy and connect with your past. 

Long may you stay and prosper with the Order of the Celtic Wolves. 

Andy Gibbons 
Druid founder of the Order of Celtic Wolves 



 

Celts 

“[4.19.1] Heracles, then, delivered over the kingdom of the Iberians to the noblest 
men among the natives and, on his part, took his army and passing into Celtica 
and traversing the length and breadth of it he put an end to the lawlessness and 
murdering of strangers to which the people had become addicted; and since a 
great multitude of men from every tribe flocked to his army of their own accord, 
he founded ad great city which was named Alesia after the “wandering” (alê) on 
his campaign. 

[4.19.2] But he also mingled among the citizens of the city many natives, and 
since these surpassed the others in multitude, it came to pass that the inhabitants 
as a whole were barbarized. The Celts up to the present time hold this city in 
honour, looking upon it as the hearth and mother-city of all Celtica. And for the 
entire period from the days of Heracles this city remained free and was never 
sacked until our own time; but at last Gaius Caesar, who had been pronounced a 
god because of the magnitude of his deeds, took it by storm and made it and the 
other Celts subjects of the Romans.” 

Extract from LIBRARY OF HISTORY BOOK IV by Didodorus Siculus. 

The Greeks were so in awe of the Celts 
that they took credit for their creation. 
Greek demigod Heracles, or Hercules 
was not only closely linked to the Celts, 
but he was credited as being their 
physical father. The Greeks were a lot 
shorter in stature to the Celts, so it 
seems natural that they would spring 
from a giant among them. 

  



The battle of Alesia in 52 

BC that marked the defeat 

of the Gauls under 

Vercingetorix by the 

Romans under Julius 

Caesar corresponds with 

Diodorous’ description of a 

great Celtic city founded by 

Hercules. Caesar described 

the battle in detail in his 

Commentarii de Bello 

Gallico (Book VII, 69–90). 

The battle’s outcome 

determined the fate of all of Gaul: in winning the battle, the Romans won both the 

Gallic Wars and dominion over Gaul. 

After being conquered by Caesar, Alesia became a Gallo-Roman town. It 
featured a town centre with monumental buildings such as temples, a theatre and 
a forum. The location of Alesia was unknown for many centuries until Emperor 
Napoleon III developed an interest in the location of this crucial battle in pre-
French history. He was writing a biography of Caesar and saw the command of 
Vercingetorix over all Gaulish armies as a symbol of the French nation. At the 
same time he realized that the future French nation was heavily influenced by the 
Roman victory and centuries of rule over Gaul. 

In 1838, a find with the inscription: 
IN ALISIIA, had been discovered 
near AliseSainte-Reine in the 
department Côte-d’Or near Dijon. 
Napoleon ordered an archaeological 
excavation by Eugène Stoffel 
around Mont-Auxois. These 
excavations in 1861–65 
concentrated on the vast Roman 
siege lines and indicated that the 
historical Alesia was indeed located 
there. It was protected by a wall 
enclosing the area, with at least two 
pincer gates and in 52 BC it possibly 
had a population of 80,000 including 
refugees and men under the 
command of Vercingetorix. 

  



Later archaeological analysis at Alise-Sainte-Reine has corroborated the 
described siege in detail. The remains of siege rings said to match Caesar’s 
descriptions have been identified by archaeologists using aerial photography 
validating these findings and ending the long debate among archaeologists about 
the location of Alesia. 

 

  



Wolves 

On 21 May 2015, results of research into the genetic makeup and ancestry of 
wolves and dogs was published in the Current Biology Journal. Genetic evidence 
from an ancient wolf bone discovered lying on the tundra in Siberia’s Taimyr 
Peninsula reveals that wolves and dogs split from their common ancestor at least 
27,000 years ago. 

Evolution of Canines 

“Although separation isn’t the same as domestication, this opens up the 
possibility that domestication occurred much earlier than we thought before,” said 
lead study author Pontus Skoglund, who studies ancient DNA at Harvard Medical 
School and the Broad Institute in Massachusetts. 

 



The genetic legacy of the now extinct 
prehistoric wolf that goes back 34,000 years 
lives on in Arctic sled dogs, such as Siberian 
huskies. One of the researchers Skoglund 
declared “It’s pretty amazing that there is a 
special genetic connection to a wolf that 
roamed the tundra 35,000 years ago.” Dogs 
from Greenland also carry some of this 
ancient wolf DNA, as do the Chinese Shar-
Pei and the Finnish spitz. 

Through genetic studies, researchers now know that dogs and wolves share a 
common ancestor instead of a direct lineage. Their common ancestor was a 
prehistoric wolf that lived in Europe and Asia between 9,000 to 34,000 years ago. 
Several subgroups of prehistoric wolves went extinct about 10,000 years ago, at 
the same time as the mammoths, giant sloths and sabre-toothed tigers. 

Although we still don’t know what kind of wolf gave rise to all of the amazing dog 
breeds living today, the Taimyr wolf genome helps scientists fine-tune the genetic 
timeline (which they call a molecular clock). This measures the rate of genetic 
mutations that build up through time. Genetic evidence from this 35,000-year-old 
Siberian wolf rib suggests dogs split from their wolf ancestors much earlier than 
thought. 

Mutations in the Taimyr genome revealed the wolf evolutionary clock ticks more 
slowly than previously thought. Skull changes leading from wolf to dog start to 
appear about 33,000 years ago. 

  



Bards 

The tenth labour of Heracles 

To accomplish his tenth labour, Hercules had to journey to the end of the world. 
Eurystheus ordered the hero to bring him the cattle of the monster Geryon. This 
creature had three heads and three sets of legs all joined at the waist. He lived 
on an island called Erythia, which was near the boundary of Europe and Libya. 
On this island, Geryon kept a herd of red cattle guarded by Cerberus’s brother, 
Orthus, a two-headed hound, and the herdsman Eurytion. Hercules set off on for 
Erythia, encountering and promptly killing many wild beasts along the way, and 
he came to the place where Libya met Europe. Here, Hercules built two massive 
mountains, one in Europe and one in Libya, to commemorate his extensive 
journey. These mountains became known as the Gates or Pillars of Hercules. 
The strait Hercules made when he broke the mountain apart is now called the 
Strait of Gibraltar, between Spain and Morocco, the gateway from the 
Mediterranean Sea to the Atlantic Ocean. 

Sailing in a goblet which 
the Sun gave him, 
Hercules reached the 
island of Erythia. Not long 
after he arrived, Orthus, 
the two-headed dog, 
attacked Hercules, so 
Hercules bashed him with 
his club. Eurytion followed, 
with the same result. 
Another herdsman in the area reported these events to Geryon. Just as Hercules 
was escaping with the cattle, Geryon attacked him. Hercules fought with him and 
shot him dead with his arrows. 

When he carried away the oxen of Geryon, he visited the country of the 
Scythians. Once there, while asleep, his horses suddenly disappeared. When he 
woke and wandered about in search of them, he came into the country of Hylaea. 
He then found the Echidna in a cave. When he asked whether she knew anything 
about his horses, she answered, that they were in her own possession, but that 
she would not give them up, unless he would consent to stay with her for a time. 
Heracles accepted the request, and became by her the father of Celtos, Galatos 
and Iberus, the ancestors of the Celts, Galatians and Iberians. 

Although this tale is considered mythology, the names of the Celts, Gauls and 
Iberians were bestowed on us by the Greeks. Many mythological tales have their 
beginnings in truth and are embellished over time. 



The story of Oran Mór 

Once upon a time, there was no time. There were also no Gods and no man or 
woman to walk the land. There was only the depths of the sea and its dark, 
eternal quiet. A strain of melody moved across the endless waters, a whisper 
first. The music was the Oran Mór “The Great Melody” and it grew into a great 
spiraling, gathering sound and momentum, reaching further and louder, building 
to a great crescendo until, where the sea met the land, a sea-horse came to be 
born of white sea-foam. She was a mare, and her name was Eiocha. 

 

Oran Mór did not cease with the initial creation. Many more came then, emerging 
out of the sound that was singing itself through the waters, one thing begetting 
another until, from an oak tree, Eiocha sprouted a plant which gave birth to the 
first God, Cernunnos. They mated and begot more Gods, who felt lonely because 
they did not have anyone to be Godly with, and so from the wood of an oak tree 
they created the first man and woman, as well as the other animals. Giants too 
were born from the bark of that tree, when Eiocha hurled it into the water, once. 

Oran Mór, in great delight, sang on, still sings on today, filling creation— for all 
those who can hear — with its divine harmony. 



Danu and Bile 

From the darkened soil there grew a tree, tall and 

strong. Danu, the divine waters from heaven, 

nurtured and cherished this great tree which 

became the sacred Oak named Bile. Of the 

conjugation of Danu and Bile, there 

dropped two giant acorns. The first acorn 

was male. From it sprang The Dagda, 

“The Good God”. The second seed was 

female. From it there emerged Brigid, 

“The Exalted One”. And The Dagda and 

Brigid gazed upon one another in wonder, 

for it was their task to wrest order from the 

primal chaos and to people the Earth with the 

Children of Danu, the Mother Goddess, whose 

divine waters had given them life. 

 

 

Exercise 

Creation myths of the Celts are scarce and contain the bare bones of a story. 
Using material from the two stories above and your own imagination, create and 
share your own Celtic creation story, or expand on the outlines above. You may 
even want to include the Greek story about Hercules. 

Story telling is a gift of the Bard. The creative mind fills in the gaps in the 
narrative. 

  



Vates 

Vates is a Latin word denoting seers, prophets, soothsayers, diviners and fortune 
tellers. According to the Ancient Greek writers Strabo, Diodorus Siculus and 
Poseidonius, the Vates (οὐάτεις) were one of three classes of Celtic priesthood, 
the other two being the Druids and the Bards. As previously discussed, the Vates 
performed sacrifices under the authority of a Druid. 

The word Vate means “to inspire” or 

“spiritually arouse”. In pagan Rome the 

Vates resided on the Vatican Hill, the 

Hill of the Vates. The Vatican Hill takes 

its name from the Latin word 

Vaticanus, in reference to the Vates, 

who delivered their messages on the 

Vatican Hill. 

The Germanic god Wōđinaz (Woden in 
old English and Odin to the Norse) 
may be an early loanword based on the Celtic Vates. 

Celtic Witches 

If you look up witches, the word only seems to go back to the Anglo Saxon words 
Wicca and Wicce and dates from the eleventh century. However, if you look at 
the Vates they were indeed ancient versions of witches. Modern Bible 
translations use the term “witch of Endor” who could communicate with the dead 
prophet Samuel. Egyptians certainly used magic and even the Bible states that 
they were able to copy some of the feats of Aaron’s mystical rod. 

Witches are from the dawn of time. As long as there has been magick, there have 
been witches. They are attuned to the spirit world and accounts show that Vates 
went into a trance like state and could not remember their utterances after 
speaking them. This is similar to the Shamans. Shamanism was first recognized 
by Western observers working among traditional herding societies in central and 
northern Asia, and it is from the language of one of these societies, the Tungus-
speaking peoples of Siberia, that the term “shaman” is derived. 



However, because higher 

spirit beings can 

communicate with those 

who are gifted, shamans 

live wherever there are 

people. Some animals, 

such as wolves, dogs and 

cats also have a natural 

connection with spirit. 

Sometimes staring at 

something we cannot see, 

these animals are observing spirit. All living beings are a container for spirit and 

when we die that spirit is released and for a time can be contacted through a 

natural or trained medium. 

To be a Vate, you need to be gifted. Training will only bring out that divine gift 
which is present. Most of us, though, are gifted in some way, but a Vate is an 
expert with the gift. The gift is for sharing and that is why it has been bestowed. It 
presents evidence of the spiritual realm and their involvement in our lives. 

It also explains why civilisations separated by thousands of miles, such as Native 
Americans, have similarities. 

One of the gifts that can be shared and used, is the knowledge of herbs and 
healing. Once a secret of the Vates, this knowledge is now widely available. 

Exercise 

In your notebook, write down the word Magick. Then write down all the things that 
you personally associate with magick (pagans generally prefer the old English 
spelling as opposed to magic). Leave this list and go back to it if extra words pop 
into your head. After you have finished, look at the list. 

Some of you may already be experienced witches. If so, circle the areas that you 
feel gifted in. 

If this is new to you, circle the words that you would like to know more about. 
Think about these areas and build up anticipation and excitement. However, most 
of all build up determination and discipline. You may also want to find books that 
will assist you. 

  



Druids 

The practice of the Druids was first noted in two Greek works over two thousand 
years ago in around 200 BCE, although both works were since lost. In 50 BCE 
Julius Caesar wrote that Druids originated in Britain. Some claim that Druids 
could be found across much of Europe, from Ireland in the west to Turkey in the 
east, however, modern scholars have concluded this is unlikely. 

Druids were probably native just to the British Isles, Ireland and western Gaul 
(now France). Although written accounts seem to have begun 2,200 years ago, 
Druidry was probably in existence for a good deal of time before then, and Druids 
evolved from earlier pre-Celtic cult practices. 

On the Gower Peninsula, near Swansea, the 

Paviland caves have revealed one of the earliest 

magick religious sites in the world, where around 

26,000 years ago a group of humans carefully 

interred a skeleton, wrapping the body in red cloth 

or rubbing it with red ochre and laying with it 

mammoth-ivory rods, which may be the earliest 

magic wands ever found. 

17,000 years ago the Lascaux caves in France 
were decorated with paintings of animals which 
survive to this day. The caves were almost certainly 
used in ritualistic ways and many believed that they 
were representations of the constellations of the 

night sky, including an ancient Druid zodiac. 

 



 

Lascaux cave walls 

Thousands of years later a classical writer claimed that Druids met in caves, and 
today the symbolism of caves and of animals is still used by many modern 
Druids, who as noted in lesson 1 were philosophers of nature. 

During this period of history, prior to the evolution of Druids, tribes were migrating 
across Western Europe. Some may have come from the areas now known as the 
black sea area of Russia, Turkey, or even from the Vinča civilisation. These 
brought their own religious customs and knowledge, which was animistic and 
shamanistic. 

By about 6,500 years ago people 

were starting to build stone 

monuments in western Europe – 

particularly in Ireland, the British 

Isles, and in Brittany. The Druids 

have always been associated 

with stone circles such as 

Stonehenge. Academics, 

however, until recently dismissed 

this idea. Historians used to say that the Druids couldn’t have used Stonehenge 

and all the other stone circles in Britain, because the Druids were the priests of 

the Celts, and the Celts only arrived in Britain around 500 BCE. 

In the sixties many historians changed their minds. They realised that the origin 
of Celtic tribes was far more complex than originally presumed, and suggested 



instead that early Celts were probably in Britain as early as 2000 BCE, when the 
great stone monuments were still being built and that they became involved in 
their use or construction, integrating it into their practises. 

We can, therefore, connect the Druids as the priests and priestesses of the stone 
circles, which is strengthened by the importance of ritual astronomy in the 
construction of these monuments, aligning stones with the Sun and moon at 
solstices and equinoxes. 

Druid Grove 

We also know that Druids also held rituals in sacred groves that were clearings 
surrounded by sacred trees, including the Oak. 

Exercise 

Find the nearest stone circle to where you live. If possible, visit the circle and 
stand in the centre of the circle. Close your eyes for a moment and concentrate 
on your breathing. Take a moment or two and feel the energy from the circle. 
With your eyes shut imagine the stones around you and their positions. After a 
moment open your eyes. Take your notebook with you and note your 
experiences. 

If you are unable to locate a circle, search for a natural grove in a nearby woods 
and do the same in the centre of the grove. 


