
 

ORDER OF CELTIC WOLVES 

LESSON 3 

  



Introduction 

I’m glad you have got this far. Now some of these topics and lessons have a lot 
of information in them and I try and keep them as factual as possible. The human 
imagination has a marvellous ability to fill in gaps and if something interests you, 
this is a good place to start your research. Some courses are expensive, but in 
my mind you should buy books on the topics that interest you the most. Be 
aware, though, that a lot of books credited to Celtic teachings are imaginative to 
say the least and complete fabrications at worst. Granted a lot of things we know 
are interpretations of what we discover. Archaeologists do their best to 
reconstruct the past, but unless we have a time machine, sometimes we have to 
interpret to the best of our ability. An example of this is an ancient Celtic calendar 
of the Sequanii, discovered at Coligny, near Lyons, France. There are enough 
fragments to reconstruct the calendar, but what month the calendar starts with, or 
what day the month starts in has been debated for decades. 

However, we do have writings going back way over a thousand years and they 
do give us an insight as well as archaeology. Also, there are surviving remnants 
of Celtic cultures today, which give us insight into their life, as some ancient 
customs are still practised today. Celts are not a bygone culture. We are alive 
and we should celebrate our legacy and our past. 

Filtiarn 

  



Celts 

From pre-history (before written records are held) up to the Norman conquest, 
there has been a rich tapestry of the great diversity of settlers and invaders 
throughout Britain and Europe. 

The makers of Aurignacian tools lead many to believe that these were the first 
modern humans in Europe dating back possibly 36,000 years. Their tools 
consisted of bone or antlers with grooves cut in the bottom. They also crafted fine 
blades from flint. They also produced some of the earliest cave art, such as 
animal engravings in Cave of the Trois-Frères and cave art at Chauvet-Pont-
d’Arc Cave, in Southern France. They also made pendants, bracelets, ivory 
beads and even figurines. 

35,000 year old Aurignacian figurines have been found in places like Vogelherd 
Cave in Germany depicting mammoths, rhinoceros, and tarpan (Eurasian wild 
horse), along with Venus figurines, emphasize the hips, breasts, and other body 
parts associated with fertility, without feet and arms, or minimised. Many believe 
these are the earliest evidence of religion. The production of ivory beads for body 
ornamentation was also important during to the Aurignacian culture. Also 
thousands of years old, some of the sculpting shows a great deal of skill. 

 

Peștera cu Oase, Romania 

  



The oldest traces of Aurignacian culture were found in at Peștera cu Oase cave 
in Romania. There three anatomically modern human remains were carbon dated 
back to between 35.000 to 36,000 years. This has led scientists and 
archaeologists to conclude that the Aurignacian culture originated in southeastern 
Europe. Genetic evidence suggests that both the Aurignacian and the Dabba 
culture of North Africa came from an earlier big game hunting Aurignacian culture 
from the Levant region (comprising Southern Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Jordan). 

In the Gower Peninsula, in what is now South Wales, traces of Aurignacian 
culture have been found at Long Hall Cave and Paviland, showing that the 
culture had migrated to ancient Britain at least 33,000 years ago. They are 
thought to be the first modern humans in Britain. 

In 1822 Daniel Davies and the Rev John Davies 
found animal bones, including the tusk of a 
mammoth in Goat’s Hall Cave, one of the limestone 
caves between Port Eynon and Rhossili.. The 
Talbot family of Penrice Castle was informed and 
found mammoth bones on 27 December 1822. In 
1823 William Buckland conducted an 
archaeological dig. Among his discoveries were 
partial skeletal remains of what is known as the 
Red Lady of Paviland. 

Buckland, a creationist, misjudged both the age 
and gender of his discovery. He believed that 
human remains could not be older than the Bible 
deluge and thus wildly underestimated its true age, 

believing the remains to date from the Roman occupation. He concluded the 
skeleton was female because it was discovered with decorative items, including 
perforated seashell necklaces and jewellery carved from the tusk of a mammoth. 
The skeleton was covered in red ochre dye, causing Buckland to speculate that 
the remains belonged to a Roman prostitute or witch. 

Although now on the coast, at the time of the burial 33,000 years ago the cave 
would have been located approximately 70 miles inland, overlooking a plain. 
Bone protein analysis indicates that he lived on a diet of between 15% and 20% 
fish, which, together with the distance from the sea, suggests that the 
Aurignacian people may have been semi-nomadic, or that the tribe transported 
the body from a coastal region for burial. 

Goat’s Hole was occupied throughout prehistory. Although, artefacts are 
predominantly Aurignacian, they include examples from even earlier primitive 
humans and Neanderthals. The site is the oldest known ceremonial burial in 
Western Europe. 



The Celts are not as ancient 
as many civilisations, but 
their cultural roots can be 
traced all the way back to 
the Vinča culture in Serbia, 
who were sited along the 
river Danube. The Danube 
basin was the site of some 
of the earliest human 
cultures and the Vinča 
culture goes all the way 
back to pre-history around 
5700 BC. Why can we make 
the connection with the 
Celts? 

Like the early Celts, they were are a very civilized culture. Agriculture, animal 
husbandry and hunting and foraging all contributed to the diet of the growing 
Vinča population. Compared to earlier cultures these practices were intense, with 
increasing expertise on high-yield cereal crops and with domesticated animals, 
consistent with the increased population density. 

They made greater use of barley than earlier cultures. These innovations 
increased crop yields and allowed the manufacture of clothes made from plant 
textiles as well as animal products (i.e. leather and wool). There is evidence that 
Vinča farmers made use of the cattle-driven plough, which would have had a 
major effect on the amount of human labour required for agriculture as well as 
opening up new area of 
land for farming. Many of the largest Vinča sites occupy regions dominated by 
soil types that would have required ploughing. 

Cattle were more important than sheep and goats in Vinča herds and, in 
comparison to the other cultures, livestock was increasingly kept for milk, leather 
and as working animals, rather than solely for meat. The Celts were noted for 
their drinking of milk (even up to recent times, especially in Ireland where it was 
sold in ale houses), much to the bemusement of the Romans, who considered 
milk a drink for children. 
The Vinča subsistence economy still made use of wild food resources. The 
hunting of deer, boar and aurochs, fishing, fowling (still practiced in the fens of 
Eastern England and utilises feathers as well as the meat) and foraging of wild 
cereals, forest fruits and nuts, making up a significant part of the Vinča diet at 
some sites. Most settlements though were agricultural and wild resources were 
underexploited showing an advanced civilisation of farmers. 

Some Vinča artefacts were made with considerable levels of technical skill. The 
Vinča site of Pločnik has produced the earliest example of copper tools in the 
world. Copper ores were mined on a large scale at sites like Rudna Glava, and 
mostly made into ornaments and trinkets rather than functional tools, which 



continued to be made from chipped stone, bone and antler. It is likely that the 
primary use of mined ores was in their powdered form, in the production of 
pottery or as bodily decoration. 
However, the greatest link to the Celts is found in the Vinča pottery inscriptions. 

Vinca pottery 

Vinča pottery contains markings that correspond to 
Ogham symbols (named after the Celtic God of 
language and eloquence, Ogma). They also used 
the symbol of the sun cross, the sun represented by 
a circle with four rays emanating from the centre 
representing the four cardinal directions. The Celtic 
cross is the most widely used remnant of Celtic 
culture used today and is found in any graveyard in 
the Celtic nations. This was later used by the 
Christian church, who transferred worship of the 
Sun God to Jesus, preserving our pagan Celtic 
heritage. 

 

 

Celtic gravestones 



Below are the markings found on Vinča pottery and underlined are the stone 
markings found most commonly in Ireland, but also in areas of Scotland and 
Wales later inhabited by Irish Celts: – 

 

Vinca symbols 

So were the Vinča the ancestors of the Celts? We cannot say for certain, but the 
written language/ markings seems to fit in. The Celts were widespread over 
Northern Europe and came into contact with the Iberians from Northern Spain. As 
mentioned in lesson one, the surviving Celtic nations today all originate from 
Iberia and were Celtiberians. And although records of the Celts go back to the 6th 
century BC we can see that their culture goes back to earlier civilisations going 
back over 7500 years. 

Exercise 

This exercise is in two parts and is about getting to know your own origins. 

• Firstly, look up your surname on the internet and research its origins. Find 
out about where your ancestors came from. Doing this helps strengthen 
your own identity and bond with your ancestors. 

• Secondly, research the area from which your surname originates. What 
was the name of the earliest tribes? What historical names were given to 
the place from whence your name came? This will also help you connect 
with your tribal origins. If you are able and have the means, make plans to 
visit that area. You will probably find many locals will have the same 
surname as you and may even be distant relatives. 



Bards 

Ogma is a god of the Tuatha De Danaan (Children of Danu) who weaves 
language and is a patron of the filidh (Gaelic poets-seers). As such, he is a 
source of bardic inspiration. Ogham is an ancient British and Irish alphabet, 
consisting of twenty characters formed by parallel strokes on either side of a 
continuous line. There are around 400 Ogham inscriptions on stone monuments 
throughout Ireland and Western Britain. The majority, though, are found in 
southern Munster. 

Stones preserved at University College Cork (UCC) 

There is a lot floating around in the web regarding ogham and it’s meaning. The 
information in this lesson includes exerts from The National Libraries of Ireland 
based on archaeological research. 

These inscriptions constitute the earliest recorded form of Irish and, as our 
earliest written records dating back at least as far as the 5th century CE, are a 
significant resource for historians, as well as linguists and archaeologists. 

Possible associations between the commemorative function of Ogham stones 
and actual burials, and how these may have changed over time or geographical 
area, is an ongoing area of study. 



Examples of Ogham Stones, UCC 

These are Ogham inscriptions on stone recording the names of individuals, 
sometimes accompanied by their parentage and/or tribal affiliation, as opposed to 
later ‘scholastic’ Oghams, which derive from the manuscript tradition and do not 
descend directly from ‘orthodox’ Ogham. 

Ogham inscriptions are found in most counties in Ireland, but there is a marked 
concentration in the south-west, in counties Kerry, Cork and Waterford. Kerry 
alone has approximately 1/3 of the total and the barony of Corca Dhuibhne on the 
Dingle peninsula has the highest concentration with approximately 60 Ogham 
stones originating in this area. 

Outside of Ireland, Ogham stones are also found in the areas where the Irish 
settled, such as Wales, the Isle of Man, Devon and Cornwall, and Scotland, 
although most of the Scottish oghams appear to be in Pictish or Old Norse. The 
distribution of Ogham inscriptions would seem to suggest that the practice 
originated in the south-west of Ireland. 

The inscriptions very simply consist of names of individuals in the genitive case 
with a governing word, perhaps ‘stone (of …)’ or ‘memorial (of …)’. Sometimes 
the father’s name and/or tribal affinity is added. Occasionally the station in life is 
given. There are a number of formula words that appear, the most frequent being 
‘son’. Tribal affiliation is then shown, followed by the name of the ancestor. 

In its earliest known form, as evidenced by our surviving ogham stones of the 
approximately 5th to 7th centuries CE, the ogham alphabet consisted of four 
groups of five characters or letters, giving a total of twenty characters 
representing the sounds of the Irish language of this early period. 



• Q – ᚊ – Cert 

• R – ᚏ – Ruis 

• I – ᚔ – Idad 

• S – ᚄ – Sail 

• C – ᚉ – Coll 

• Z – ᚎ – Straif 

• E – ᚓ – Edad 

• F/V – ᚃ – Fern 

• T – ᚈ – Tinne 

• NG – ᚍ – (n)Gétal 

• U – ᚒ – Úr 

• L – ᚂ – Luis 

• D – ᚇ – Dair 

• G – ᚌ – Gort 

• O – ᚑ – Onn 

• B – ᚁ – Beithe 

• H – ᚆ – hÚath 

• M – ᚋ – Muin 

• A – ᚐ – Ailm 

A fifth group of five ‘supplementary characters’ or forfeda is included in the 
manuscript tradition on ogham. 

However, only the first of these occurs frequently in the inscriptions on stone and 
appears as two diagonal scores crossing each other on the stemline in the shape 

of an X. ᚕ Ebad. It is most commonly found in the formula word ‘here’. It is later 

found used as a vowel (/e/) in later inscriptions. 

  



Although the practice of carving ogham inscriptions on stone largely died out 
once writing in manuscripts became established (by the 7th century), the ogham 
alphabet continued to be used, although with new functions, adaptations and new 
additions (forfeda), in manuscripts such as the 14th-century Book of Ballymote. 

According to the Ogam Tract, Ogma invented Ogham, the script in which Irish 
Gaelic was first written. 

The main titles given to Ogma in Ireland are 
Cermait (Honey-tongued), Trenfher (Strongman) 
and Grianianech (Sun-faced). The first two 
reference his eloquence and power, the third his 
association with sunlight – perhaps also to his 
sunny disposition. 

Whilst the Tree Alphabet as popularised by 
Robert Graves in The White Goddess is more 
fantasy than historical reality, the Ogam is 
nonetheless replete with wood and tree imagery. 
Gathering sticks, therefore, is rather appropriate 
for a deity so bound to that alphabet. 

 

 

Excerpt from Ogam tract 

During the failed reign of Bres the Beautiful, Ogma was forced to give up poetry 
and made to collect firewood. However, the wood he gathered was destined for 
the flames could be symbolic that, during Bres’ kingship, knowledge and 
language were discarded rather than valued. 

Metaphorically he sires the Ogam alphabet, his whittling knife being the ‘mother’, 
carved on four great pillars. 

Ogma is a very important deity for the Bards and one we do well to seek for 
inspiration. 

  



Exercise 

Below is the Ogham alphabet. Familiarise yourself with it and create a phrase 
that could be your mantra, or is important to your values. Alternatively, you could 
write about yourself and which Celtic tribe you identify with. 

For example, “Filtiarn son of Donald of Setantii”. 

On a straight vertical line (from bottom up) write your phrase out in Ogham. 

 

  



Vates 

As discussed in the last topic, Ogma was forced to give up poetry and made to 
collect firewood. The Ogham has been given wood and tree imagery. This 
reminds us of the Norse story of Odin, who once hanged himself on Yggdrasil 
and carved out runes on pieces of wood from this tree of life that connects nine 
realms in Norse mythology. Runes are the letters in the runic alphabet, which 
were used to write Germanic languages before the adoption of the Latin 
alphabet.  

In the manuscript tradition, each of the ogham characters or letters had names, 
which were meaningful words in the language (unlike in the Latin alphabet where 
the letter names have no other meaning). It is mainly with regard to these letter 
names that the ogham alphabet survived and formed the basis of training for 
poets and scholars. 

The characters or letters are generally termed feda (pl. of fid ‘wood, tree’), the 
stemline druim ‘ridge, edge, back’ and a single score is called flesc ‘a twig’. The 
letter names were likely originally coined for the Primitive Irish sounds to be 
represented by the ogham alphabet and are our most important source of 
information on the primary values of the characters. 

However, changes in the language over time inevitably led to the loss of some of 
the original values of the letters and the meanings of their names. The 
manuscript sources, Auraicept na n-Éces ‘The Scholars’ Primer’ and In Lebor 
Ogaim ‘The Ogam Tract’, supply a key to the alphabet in which all of the letter 
names are interpreted as names of trees. 

While some of the letters and their names have survived more or less in tact, 
others were either misinterpreted or lost and replaced by artificial forms. 

The fact that many of the letter names which survived into later stages of the 
language were names of trees (dair ‘oak’, beithe ‘birch’, coll ‘hazel’, sail ‘willow’, 
fern ‘alder’) undoubtedly encouraged the compilers of the alphabet key to attach 
names of trees to the rest of the letter names, a number of which were no longer 
understood. 

Fortunately, our earliest and least contaminated source on the form and meaning 
of the letter names (Bríatharogaim ‘word ogham’) helps us to establish many, 
though unfortunately not all, of the original values and meanings. 

  



The following is a list of letter names and their original meanings, in so far as they 
can be established: – 

• B Beithe: ‘birch-tree’ 
• L Luis: luise/loise ‘flame, blaze’ or lus ‘plant, herb’ 
• V/F Fern: ‘alder-tree’ 
• S Sail: ‘willow-tree’ 
• N Nin: unclear 
• HÚath: ‘whitethorn-tree’ 
• D Dair: ‘oak-tree’ 
• T Tinne: ‘bar, rod of metal, ingot 
• C Coll: ‘hazel-tree’ 
• Q Cert: ‘bush’ 
• M Muin: ‘upper part of back, neck’ 
• G Gort: ‘field’ 
• NG NGétal: ‘killing, slaying’ 
• Z Straif: ‘sulphur’ 
• R Ruis: ‘red(ness)’, ruise ‘red’ 
• A Ailm: ‘pine-tree’ 
• Onn: ‘ash-tree’ 
• U Úr: ‘earth, clay, soil’ 
• E Edad: ‘aspen’ 
• I Idad: ‘yew-tree’ 

From ancient times, both Ogham and Runes were seen as magical gifts from the 
Gods. Modern seers use Ogham in a similar way to casting runes (although the 
Edda indicates that runes weren’t cast but used as lots). They carve the Ogham 
characters onto wooden staves or twigs. In our next lesson we will look at 
interpretation of Ogham, but for now please undertake the exercise below. 

Exercise 

Using the chart in the Bards topic find fallen sticks from different trees and using 
a sharp knife carefully carve the Ogham characters that have been connected to 
each tree on them. Don’t worry if you can’t find one for every tree. This can be an 
ongoing project. 

To help identify trees, please check the link below and download the free tree 
App: – 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/how-to-
identify-trees/ 

  

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/how-to-identify-trees/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/how-to-identify-trees/


Druids 

Druids also have a strong connection to trees. Druid (Breton: drouiz; 
Welsh: derwydd; Old Irish: druí; Scottish Gaelic: draoidh) means “oak-knower”, 
which is supported by the writings of Pliny the Elder, an ancient naturalist Roman 
philosopher. The oak is associated with wisdom, so in many ways a Druid is wise 
as regards nature. 

One of the tools associated with ancient Druids are wands made from branches 
of various trees. One tree that was associated particularly with magick was the 
Hazel. Hazel is believed to draw on the energies in the earth. A forked hazel 
branch, for instance, is used as a divining rod. In the legend of Fionn 
MacCumhail (pronounced Finn MacCool)  hazel nuts dropped around a sacred 
pond, encircled by nine hazel trees. The salmon in the pool ate the hazel nuts so 
that they were also full of infinite knowledge. After Fionn MacCumhail caught one 
of these salmon, he made a soup from it. He burned his finger on the soup and 
after putting his finger in his mouth to cool it, he became enlightened. Later in 
Fionn’s life, it is a hazel wand that turns Fionn’s wife into a deer. 

The Celts believed great wisdom and knowledge of the arts and sciences could 
be gained by eating hazelnuts. The tree’s powers of wisdom were so great that 
Druids carried hazel wands when they had to settle arguments and administer 
law. 

Other trees were also used to create wands. At 
Imbolc a Brideog was constructed from straw or 
rushes into the shape of a doll and wrapped in a 
white cloth shaped like a dress. A small bed was 
constructed and a stripped birch, willow or bramble 
wand called a “slat Brighid” was placed with the 
figure. In the story of the Wooing of Etain, the 
druid Dalan uses three yew wands to divine the 
location of Etain. 

The trees used for magick and wand making were 
different in Ireland and Britain. Whilst hazel and 
rowan were most well known and associated with 
Druids in Ireland, British oak and mistletoe were 
more commonly used in Britain. Since the wand 
was not only one of the badges of office as a 

Druid, but also a magical tool to control energy, one of the steps into becoming a 
Druid is to craft a wand. A wand should never be shared and only be used by the 
one who shaped it. 



Exercise 

1. Go to your special place in the woods, forest, or grove and take along with you 
pruning shears, and a special piece of cloth. Stand in the middle of a group of 
trees and close your eyes. 

2. Feel the energies around you and sense where they feel most powerful, turn in 
that direction and open your eyes. See which tree in front of you has most growth 
and is full of life. Go to towards the tree. 

3. Find a suitable offshoot from a branch (the wand needs to fit comfortably in your 
hand), but before you prune the twig you need to say an incantation. For example 
“O spirit of this tree, please imbue this offshoot with your energy. Let it become 
as one with me and I as one with the offshoot. I vow to protect the offshoot to the 
best of my ability and I name the offshoot [name].” 

4. Prune the twig and wrap it in the cloth. When you get it home take a sharp knife 
and carefully strip the bark. Gently whittle the wand to a smooth point at the non 
pruned end of the wand. Ensure that the cut end is also smooth. Wrap the wand 
back in the cloth. Keep the wand in a safe place and in the next lesson we will 
look at ways you can use your wand. 

 

 


